SUMMARY We wish to draw attention to a very characteristic but little known syndrome. An elderly woman presented with a 'sausage finger', rheumatological jargon used to describe diffuse swelling of the digit. This proved to be a proliferative tenosynovitis caused by an atypical mycobacterium, Mycobacterium terrae, or the radish bacillus.
Case report Discussion
A 66-year-old woman presented with a 5 week history of pain and swelling of the right index finger. She was a keen gardener and remembered pricking her finger with a blackberry thorn 6 months earlier.
The finger had been swollen for 1 
